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Abstract

Proteins are the primary executors of biological processes. The human
proteome, shaped by alternative RNA splicing and post-translational modifications,
encompasses millions of protein variants, constituting a molecular landscape far
more complex than the genome. Precise identification and quantification of these
variants, particularly low-abundance disease-associated proteins, remain a central
challenge in proteomics. Current mainstream mass spectrometry techniques, while
capable of large-scale protein identification and quantification, fundamentally rely on
indirect detection strategies involving proteolytic digestion and peptide inference,
exhibiting notable limitations in sensitivity, dynamic range, and direct resolution of
post-translational modifications. Meanwhile, the rapid advancement of genomics --
particularly the widespread adoption of high-throughput sequencing technologies --
has created an increasingly pronounced gap relative to the slower progress in
proteomics, resulting in a critical disconnect in the information chain from genotype
to phenotype. More fundamentally, proteins lack an amplification mechanism
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analogous to the polymerase chain reaction, rendering detection of low-abundance
proteins persistently constrained by insufficient sample quantities. In recent years,
single-molecule protein sequencing has emerged as a promising technological
paradigm to overcome these bottlenecks. Inspired by the successful
commercialization of nanopore DNA sequencing, researchers have extended single-
molecule sensing principles to protein analysis, establishing two major technical
routes: electron tunneling-based recognition and nanopore ionic current sensing. The
former achieves label-free identification of individual amino acids by measuring
tunneling currents across functionalized electrodes, while the latter resolves protein
sequences through characteristic ionic current blockade signals generated as
proteins or peptides traverse nanopore channels. This review systematically
examines the fundamental principles, latest advances, and remaining challenges of
both technological routes, spanning key breakthroughs from basic amino acid
discrimination to full-length protein sequencing, and envisions the application
prospects of single-molecule protein sequencing in precision medicine and single-cell
proteomics.

Keywords: single-molecule protein sequencing; electron tunneling; nanopore
sensing; post-translational modification; proteomics

ERREEMENNEENITE, HEMSHEM SRS R ITBERAPFTEEZRIDNGE
B2, EARMMEF, AMANEERREERLZH RNA AT TEE. EIEEEH (post-
translational modifications, PTMs) UNREBMBMIENG, sI~=EHEe M ARANERE
& (proteoforms) [1], XMEARMZFLEMMNATARESHES. NHEATNERNESE
i IR R A, FRBHESELE. FEMBTERRAR NS NERRFENEAGZ—,
ERZEERAFERP, REEFRRBXEGNRNLHXE —FZEENEMIRSYIMG
MBS ERRHARFNEERE, TETFUEBEMRANCNR2], SLtEN, ERAFHNY
RER— R EEBENFRANE N —S5EARAFRANEN FEZEFKRT BEEE
HEE, FEMERRIIRENEEESZEIT XBINN, BEARENE, SHEBRENTERS
Btz (PCR) BAMEMUEMAR, EHRESHRZERMEIMIZFE, X—EERK
FREY 1E " BB A MR B 5 F K R EIE M AR O 585 R S E RS X R 1R[2,3 10

LB BEARAFHRIARERLUREE (mass spectrometry, MS) RFiZzibZit, BEEGH
BB EEERIE (MALDI-MS) FEBBEBEREKRKIE (ESI-MS/MS) ERABLRIME R
EHRESYNANEEESEEDN[4]. AT, RISRANKNEAR E2EEN: E8K
MEZREOREEORIMRNE, BESRISNSEERN R L HEEIREIERE AT
FiaEBERE%[5]. X—"BTmL" (bottom-up) HIFREERIEEMERTEEREKFINE
BHENZEEIMMA SIS SN X, o, ER_MBRE]X (2D-PAGE) BAREBHBEBE
HE, BEESBEEHER. REMERAEERUSMEBENI[6]. F454M Edman FEERAESI
EERNRIRFNF, EEREEBNERER. TEANTEMEZEERBEGR, ¥LUBEE R
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FEARAFHFER. BAMARTELR D FHEELN MRNA B FR=FF[4], MBEERA
NS EENEUBSEE - T HELNEARFEER, BERFEZARNATELNKAR

R[7]. EREADFFMiMKRA: ERRAFRE-TEBTERED FATEEERNEQRFIIE
BHFE D IET

IR, ZHKFL DNA MFRAMERERRERKADLHARRZBA[8], HAREFF
R RS FERNRIEMS ZRAMIBEEARNFTH3,9], BET ZSEMIEIAREEL
[10], Ed, EBFEFINFNER (recognition tunneling) @I ELNXK EPREBRREIEIHIES
RFRF, FARENSERWHRTBREN=ENFHEEBEFRERESLIEITCEE, B
FIEWNITTEERR T XOeH -+ RASERNRESMENEEI[1,11]. HKFLIERRENE
HHNE B RS FHAE YR ESHAKILEN S ENEFERTURRNFIEE, BESE
FREIZAM12,13]. RREHENEREDIN[14] R KEBRSMIEH[15,161F A mEE T —&
NEBERE, AXESR LERRATRBAREZEFRAALSR: £ 2 HFRBFRFHEIENRES
HE; B3 NERPAKFERREBNSHENULE; F4TNEBLCHRS RKRELRIR; 55
TITe HaT ki B ER R LR M.

2. BFREFINFIEAR . RRERNBFIEN

2.1 i853I%E& (Recognition Tunneling, RT) HEZFRIE

EHRNES FRNEREE—MIEHINC. HEFENS FAREFEN DT FE, R5IBEE
(Recognition Tunneling, RT) HAREREFX—FRKMARERNFAAE. FEELHD
2, "IBRIBE"S "EBEFEE" (electron tunneling) EHFIRFISEMNEAXRN AR —=&
ETHENEFRFMERIE, XFETIRAIBSFFHETERREEIFFIRIEIRG 2 FLUIEaEx
BiRD FHERSEERSEESXS. EZOREN: THBRERSMHNE (STM) SAEgXKEr
K&EP, APMEBBERERAGMLUUSEEHIRISF (W2-FREZEE, ICA) , S3E1MaERS
FHHR T R EBRRZ BAKEIRFE, @i NEEES FENBFREFER, REURMS T8

FEMPFIEES[1].

2014 &£, Zhao FATE {Nature Nanotechnology) &F&RMEBIEEINIEXHERARFAIIUE
TE—RANETYL]. 1AM, FESERS FEBFEP-ENBER-NEESE2NEEE
5, XEESERE. FFENENRSE LA T SMaEREENEF BN KE,
Krstic F AR TIRFIBFHIEERE, NEICEEERT ESHFENXRE:. SREEERN
JUAIER. 7 FEAEUKRBFREREMHFREIRE T EFBEMAVFIEEI[17]. Di Ventra #
Taniguchi SRR H—FRIRFIBFE AT EFBFNFHNRAERZA, BHZERATE
DNA. RNAFMZRIFYIREN A EAR R —RIEICEM[18],
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2.2 NS FIRENBIREEL 53

RBRSESHEREET, A—HEERS FAUBISMELEN (binding modes)
SeRRANIAYN TR AR —SEFRNEREN SR, S FRENEENL, X8
WhE S ERAEMSATRANESERIE, MEE—NESER. FANEeREs%s
EUE MRS S EE S 57,

RRHX—BEL, FAEIINTZBHEN (VM) SHBS IEERRGDAMFES
[19], Im % AZE RNA HBIRBINHATRII T BT SVM MRBHISTIE: HEMSEMEF(E
SHBIMIEERR. (ESHENENEHESSESH, HEFA SYM EREESIIENTR
BOEEAZE), SRILT MIUHRA RNA B RIS ERRIEAIRENR19). —755HIeHE
REMEATEERNEFESHE, Mittal SAR—SBE—HRIEE TR SIS MR
MNEBESISHALS, WTEREIET BFIRLORBINAIRIE20], BEUNEFIHE, IR
BUBSERRARETE 20 WIS ERERE BT RAHEHTENES, HEMEARREKT
(11,

2.3 FARDPENDSHNART

IR SFRATRERENFTERT T ZBERLEH AN DYES], TEAEUTILRMNkS
MEIRBNES PRIR Ko

HREX S, FUHESERNKDZEVOMTINEHER, LiuFEAFBED FRFRZE
SRIL T3¢ D B L AR BEERRIFIHIRG, IERARE SRR ARIRA 53 F 7T LA A X BR{KAS =
WEBERES[21]. Mittal FARIEIRITHEMIESS, D-ASN 5 L-ASN BEEFBERIEXRBAIX D8
SETHASAE[20]0

RERS, =2 (Leu) SR=AR (le) NRAERMURAE, HFETLMEE, FR
P& ETLEX . Zhao FARIKIERAE, ATREMNETEHTINERSBBEFLETEFRAE
RAARE, RFIBEFRAT U —EX (1]

MEREimAsl. RECIER (WAREK) SRENEERSY), HEUNEFRAFA
BEZERE Yo Ohshiro FARMGIEAT BFREEFEMA LN BZSHRPNENEEEMN (06
B , BRTREFRAEEIHMUKREESEBES[22], Mittal FANMEICEEIESL T #
ER LA R B2 /BRI BB AP IRBE BB FH842[20],

FERGIRAY, Zhao FAFH—IREZRARBERERMOKTRIESR, MK T HEHAK
(GGGG) 5E=RELRIMA (GGLL) FABFTIAEMBIERSF, 2 ERHERET 90%([1].
Itt5h, Zollo # Rossini WIZIEHAZRRER, EEBEFHHBIRVIRRIERBENGE, BEEHKERIE
AN REERNIRAVIRS D PN #H—T R 23],
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2.4 BFEFEARNFIEIEE

IRABERAMBRERIGNERTEEARNF, FERNIRFRRRUERRTZENEES.
BRI ERERFEERAREZ.

BE— SMAEEIRF RS SBERN, ARKBIARRBMNEERN—RE MIZIRE
BRAE, SRR 22RINETIRIBFLEHETRERN, ARSRERFIIES[1L. &5
RV KFERETE TINAES R RR SR EFI0NRERILES, UNEIMERAI5E%[10]

BEZ OFDREMIPRILBENRF. FRFIBEFEEMTESHKRILENR, FIAD
F5iX (WACIpXP ELHBESY)) F5IEBAMREFINKI, FRERREMRRETEFEIRK
B—iE 1], X—ARNEMEHT 0 FDENTITRENRBFENRE S, FHARKRHA, X
RRFEEENGRFEERENEREBBRAUEER BFERRT. BSERE, IX—
BENTREMRETHNMEAR24], b5, Zhang EALBHIWNEGKBEREMBRERK
BE 2R e 28 (H R IR M T BT RYBE(HiR 1T R BR[25],

RELERAMFRFIEREMEREHE, EMNRRERINEENNEIERTEEARFTIR
2ERE, MEFEGESREN. REERENSELEE S EmHTEME6], AT, RABEFRAR
ERBERIDEBEEBTER D FATEMEMRIS. FIEHR. IR RRIRGINGEZ—, HiE
RAREDFEARAFPREBMERTEN[26]0

3. ARILFBARNVFRAR: =W RESE

PRI ZARNFRYMED FEARAFRANRIRATBZ — RIBNRENAR,
BRI E R =% 0 R —EENF. McHB RN RARARERER—=&EREMN
BFHEE4FE[27]0

3.1 BAFRIEBSiZOPkkE

MARFLNFERBROTRERERRINE], EIBEEARNFEHIGEAEES. ZERES
BSRBER B IREBA, Bk EHAM BRI, MEARRB 20 HRBERAN, SHRET
BIERER, BANTETEREEESZU5], I, EARTEERG TEEERERS,
MW HFIEEMRTLI28], B 20 MRuiEER 2 BIRYERIERTE SR AN, WMILEREEMIE
SABRE T ETER[29], BESRXEN L, =MRIES B URRGNELIRRK[2],

3.2 EiEFHREE

ERNFLIEZENZSRESFINARI, ARFTRSERREFENSFIEEFERERES
KIMBE—ETE, 2020 F, Ouldali FFAIAER (aerolysin) HRFALESZHBFHIE, BR
FIRAKFLSEI 2 20 MFEERILERVBZERN; FLERNER HIRMH RESERIEEIA
REXWE, FERAERIKAZT 13 RA[ER[12], 2024 F, Zhang FREHR(I1)I06E
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£ MspA KFLSSE) 20 MR BELSAHON, IDIEAERZIA 99.1%, HEEX D RIEARXAKEL
[13]e

ENFE¥SEAE, Brinkerhoff & (2021, Science) &3 DNA-RRERBEXYIEREHR SR
Fi MspA 9K FLE S, RFBSEROPE[30], 2024 &, Motone F1E NatureiRi& ClpX
FRAT B DA S K ER TS CsgG 49KFL, TMBBEREIRE, HESKERKFRNE
BABR1LIEIM[16], X TYEREIITE Nivala % 2013 £ ClpX ZiXEHEAR S NIRRT £
[31], MEEMKILEZEERNFNERRE[9].

3.3 tRicHiBh R RER

RGBSR Z RS E IR B T R R AT UGS S BEENBRFINEIR

%, Cao% (2023) ?Eié?%iﬁ%éﬂﬂéﬂ%éi?ﬁﬁ?—ﬂE’J%El)ﬁ%ﬂi%lé@’iﬂﬁ’fwﬂﬂﬁli, XA

ERTLIEIREY o-RAMZE BITERRER LI SFEE 29 FiR5, #NREZE 100 pM[32], Tovey &

(2025) HA/NETHRSHEMLERT 42 FHERERSSIN 81% 92 AR, WIET Al IRTHESHERIT

BIREI1TME[33], Martin ZFF & H CaptureNet-Deep AT HHKFLE B BN SURAEHRIEAIIR

RIFIXE 0.94 M F1 H#[34], ZEBHNABETEIURZEMRABIMESER, LHERT
“Em EARMBIBRER X 73

3.4 RATRREES KRR

EHRERERETIITREORERBEEYKRTL, FAYECESY SIS ERE
388 Maglla FAREE T2k FL=E58E8T (EOF) R T EH KRS BRI
Sauciuc % (2024, Nature Biotechnology) TEFLiERSINAFEZRE, ﬁ'JLE’JEE/,/M_RT
MEBXNIZFHTERERINE. REMEKAMMERRERZM[15], ELEM E, Sauciuc#l
Maglia (2024, Nano Letters) SINBKZERESERE, KM TRIEZFHTHRERRIEN
IRAN[35]. Bonini % (2026) #—FEBRTNTBEERARPRIERBIRNCNEES[36]. LA,
Lucas % (2021) FIAIFE1 Fragaceatoxin C KFLMKER A E ARSI BRigN, =
ETEEEM[14],

3.5 RREREAERIL (L 2 SRR SIS IRV R LIS

BEEEm (PTM) BECNERERRAFHZOBGE. Nova 71 Dekker HFIBA (2024,
Nature Biotechnology) ¥2iI|81RZ5|BRERFREGKFLIVSG L, ERED FKEBBEEZMREX B
B SIEBR L REMAM SRS UERI37]. Lin% (2026) LZERIEERE TI2K MspA K7L,
KIS RE PTM AN, AT PEARBERRLMIENBRERCSRIIA[38], EE&REFIHENES
IRAN32], 4KRFLPTM KENIEEAERREMAFRESTHINED FHPEMNA[39].
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4. ElkEE: MRIEERIEK

EREBFEEFMARKARARARREE LR EREEVSH— RIS, EEINEREDRSF
EARNFMNEARAREELUNANEL. UTERNTAYRBLCERRANEZNARET
B NE IR LRI RO

4.1 Quantum-Si: T—RESFEAKRNFFEE

Quantum-Si RBEaid L tHEBRENEENESFEERNFFEEZ—. HiZORA"BEE
ME" (Time Domain Sequencing) EFEH| CMOS &5, ENFIREYEFEE T IIE:
SR EBRMAKRNEE (WNER<5 FEA)  ABERSBNCESER, WREBEENWEEZKS
FRIEEREIASNF[40]. SHARBIRIRCHBFRI NG, KIMANEBRE=M, #/H532
nm/67 MHz BB R BREXHFmPHSKBAESEO, L bin ratio" X3 REIERAHRICHY
IR F[401.

MrdiEd, ERFURSH N IHRERIRFNESSSERE (PhTET2/PhTET3) t#hRET
Fo IRBIEH LUFEMAORHrEERTE] (PD) fRic&REE: PS610iRFIEXRER. MERNERn
ERRIP{iI PD 25179 2.49. 0.73#10.31%; PS961 iRFI=mRER. BRaRMARELF A PD
75173 1.21, 0.28#10.21 #[40], REISHEMLY 29.6 FiEMERNFL, EFhRAIA 200 54,
MR T Y RI40].

g L, #XPlatinum (2022) EESRX B FNFEA; Platinum Pro (2025)
B2 EREIEREE= /R UA, BE VA RFIZSEE 18 MERE[41][42]; 2026 F4 B&ER
Proteus X288 miRZImNEF (FAIAFIERN 17 FHEEER) , itk 2026 FE LR, 2027 F
LI 20 MEEREBE43]. NALHE, ZTFAERNEENIEETE (Hb
Handsworth. Hb G-Accra) , TEEARIEHEUDRNEBEREPLIEHEN[44], Bi¥Hm
FERNTIERAIESRE 24 \ETR[45],

B% Quantum-Si %, ZEREBVHERRERUNES FERRNFRKL. Nautilus
Biotechnology A& T EF £ 5 F Edman BBENT &, FIARIMCEEBRISAR IR
(TIRF) RGSEIIZFREIREL, Erisyon MEFHHBLICGNE (fluorosequencing) HRBE, i@
HELSAMC -G EEIF LI ERRFYEE, kb, Flomics Biotechnology (E# Roche
W) RETEDFRABRERVFZEAR. XELZTUNELVRERA, 29 FEERNFIE
EMBE—RREEERNZRER S5 EHNER.

4.2 B FNFSERRERARBF LD

BAKFIE BoFEARUF Z4fig (LC-MS/MS)
HMRIE IRPIEAEZRIN R B2 | FE-BaLbiERERF7

F5, BEFEEHHFXS
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[40]
REYE BRFKTE, TEVE40] | YER-FERE, REER
BERTNRI46]
wE RHUEHT, B+HEHESL | 9F, ZEENEEEERS
[ RZRE[40]
NI =Y A ERREFEN, shFEx | BEREHEL, KME5RRE8
EihEEEUR[40]
SRR BRFKFEEXSD[44] ST, MUDPRREE
LOIEN
IRES WA 810, CMOS MIRLHIE[40] | KB, SHPMZ
[ERBE HET187h, Bin20f[42] |IHILLEER, TEMMETM
EEAT BFUBD IR IBEFREITER, FERE

4.3 laRZ RIS

BAFEARNVFNIRKEEENERTF=1AH. H—, RIXELPREEESITSYIH
BN — AXREZQRAXNSCEEY 10 MEL, FAREEURNSRFEEERD, MES
FURFREF I TN LR RKERZ(40][46]. HZ, ERRRUESEMBR I —ALR
WA ELINRBERLI 10 FL E[2], FEBAMAREAEREERIIETX—EEF[44],
AEHREMEEXFENERE, H=, AYERRISHETRMEN—24 /NFHRETIER[45]
FESERNTROTER AT RE. S, DRFLNFRABIEREMRBRRERRIR SN RRET T T
ICEDFAEN4T7], RIRARBLRHITHEIS RS EE B RAFHIRRE ",

5 Hkbk. RES54E

5.1 HEIHEIGRRAHRR

REBDFEARNFEFERET 2EHRE, EXNEARANEEFNIEIRSEM.
EARBUENEZOET —EAREEERN_RM=REN, HEHKFLPOBEHEREM
HRXMELEHITE], &, HENEFREREERYSTIESKEI29][27]. BESSNER
EEFHNERINEE: SHIERNBLEEREMN, BFERESSEES, MiFREIHS
EESEUENREE[481149] LI, BEARPARILNFERZ T AVES BUBEENIRAKLL
MNEE, WENREEYERFERERUERSEE[501(51]. &fE, WEREEELMTERR
BREFIIEE, 2KEARNESNFNEIRES. ERSANIRZMEIRRFRLL28], RE
BoniniFA (2026) T2 KEQRBED FEE LIS 7 RIEHRE[36]
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5.2 kREEHH

ZIRIARRETCRAE, BEEMEREREK. BFRFSHKILME ERARRATE
RB2—RBESHKILENBZFLE, AEBEFEABM LENBFEBEFES, RESHEERESD
FIERI18]; ARBF _HMHEREEHE—PRATE D YERNERIE[24][26], BDATEH
EHZRRZUMETRRE: ClIpX FNFIRLUATPEKEBAXTHAKEERR, BERZLE
EREESRER LI RE[46][29]0

Al 5FEFINFEMESEEERESMIEER. REFIREBEPKILESHEMIRRIF
IAE0.94 B F1 ¥R[34], 7E 42 MERER2KPLI 81%/EMEK[33], HESEMMKILSHE
IRRIBERIEFEIN[32], SRARBESNFHNEOSNFEDLAL: FRFLNERCED FR
EERENSEEERETRENG], WRSHEEEAREEARREETRYES EHEZIEEY
SRETHI52].

5.3 MEARAFHRIFETN

B FEARNFENRRERANTEELRAFIRFTR. FHRAEKH LY. GR
" HYENEHERTERER, WRFEZARMBRWENDYENEIRI46]. RO FNFEELIM Bl
BT E" ORI ACE R T, B FIRIRTEFTISEIMRE48]. MYAEEE, HRZE
MNEEEBENBERN " TREARNF"RBRI52]; BSHKAERNBAREQREEQNBYA
17150531, NRARELRAFHNREEFIZHTRINIER47].

5.4 45it

BHFEARNFESTMRBIEIEERAKRIKENER. BFBEFUTD FRIPE
RE[BERUFIEN26], HARFLUTIRE. AR RHESEERRIZ(S], REENMRESE
BlDRAEHNREFISEERANEY, EEENEARNFSZERNF ZENRAIES
[54], IEW5IEFMA, BERAF CERARSH NFEEARINEREZBSEE, MWAT S%ES
MEERRINFEZ— RO FEARNFERERERNAFSARKREARNLMFTR —E
BN ERFTIHBERREENEHR, KMMEREIRENTEERER[10], REEK
FEARNFNELRIZSHRENFR, EMEKIREeKEAREE[36]NEMIERT
DREA, X—WHIEGE ERNEMETTT.
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